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Trout protectlon
suit targets U.S.

STATEWIDE NOTICE
SITES FIVE KILLS IN
COUNTY STREAMS

SLO Counry
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A coalitfon of environmentalists
and fishermen plans to sue the
federal povernment for failing to
protect California’s steelhead
front.

Eight advocacy groups allege
ihat the Nationa! Martne Fisheries
Service has falled to lssue protec-
tive regulations under the Endan-
rered Species Act apd thathas re-

sulted in threatened steethead
coptinuing fe be iilled by water di-
versiona aid 1m the destruction of
Hielr critical hiabitat _
The groups fiteil a G0<lay notice
letter of intent to sue on Wednes
day. Federal law requires that
such intent letters are fled to give
the defendant a chance to kilke
corrective action and ayoid the

Jawsuit,

The notice lists abtises atd sh
killz in more than 30 steelhead
streawns, inciuding fve in San Luis -
Obispo Coundy. Steelhaad are an
aceait-golng frout species that
spawn in coastal creeks. They

twere listed as threatened along

the Central Coast in Aongust 1957,
“This is by no means an ex-
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Fapen Page Al
haustive let,” paid Jeff Miller of

thiz Alameda Creek Afliance, “But .

it tndlicates that eonditions for the
staelhead havemtimpmwd with
the thregtencd lsting.”

. The five crecks in San Lals
Ohizpo County and the allegations
hsted in the letler are:

‘» Arroyo Grande Creek—The

: co;mty has turned off flows fom

v, Lake seversl fimes causing
the ¢reek to dry up and steethead
fo,die. The state Departmeat of
Figh and Game found iwe dead
steelhead following cne of these
‘ngidents, In responee, the county
releared more water and apgresd
tolstidy the ereek to find ways to
HII]ZII'OVE'IE a6 eteethesd habitat,

# Chorrp Creelc — Diversions

hqve reduced flows and caused -

ead strardings,

.= Sgota Rosa Creelk — The .

. Cambria Community Services
District pumps water from the

creek, lowering the water tabie

an-:l smsing standing pocts to dry
ug. Siate hiologista helieve this
killed juvenile steelhend during
the drouglit of 1997

» San Simeon Creek — Wafer
d!gﬂharges fram percolation
ponds operated by the Cambria
{5D upstream of a lageon low

ered the oxygen level and killed

staelhﬂadmthelag

FArrnyndtlasz Waker .

dn';mnns reduce summer dows
in the creel and cange o go dry
soaner tha it did historically, re-
thicing the survival chances of
stéelhead in the creck.

Kea Topping, manager of the
Cambrla Community Services
District, said the distict is taking
a mmprehensive logk at its
creeks and iz developing water
and hehitat conservation plane to
address the problem of threat-
ened wildlife,

f'Wemwwmnchawamofﬂﬁ

sensitlvity of the creeks, other-
wise we wouldn't be doing this,”

Topping eaid
HNeither ﬂm Cambrla Compmani
ty:Scrvioea Tostrict nor any other

' ry ia inchrded in thelmm
sulL ’l%ﬂ

Natlonal Marine ¥ish-
eries Service alone is being sued
becanse jt's refuired to-issua pro-
tective regulations for federaily
listed ocean species and has not.

Officialg with the National Ms-
rine Fishkeries Service could not

[
per bof threatenad in the stream,”
gaid Dave Hogan, with the South-
weat Centerfor Biplogical Diverst-
7. “NMFS can give Bp service to
repovery or can pravide substan-
tive proteciion, asrequired by luw

Historically, steathead likely
numbering in the millions once’
migrated up- Califorria streams
each year duting spawning sea-
sk, Constrichion of dams block
the fish from: riost of thidr historic
hahitat and water diversions, flood
control projects and the impacts of
logging, graging and gravel mix-
ing have further eut populations.

{wer the past three decades,

* pupulations of the fish hmphm}

roeted dramatically In the 1960s,
an eslimgted 123,000 steclhéad
were found in crecks along the
central and sputircentral coasta,
That population is now salimated
to be betworn 10,000 and 15,600,
Stecthesd mns on dany rivers
hzove gone extinct with others de-

“pleted to the point that extinciion

is imoddgent if action is not taken ¢
1o provide sufficlent streamflows
and t9 prevent furfher habitat de-
sisuction, Miller sajd.

The coalition preparing to aue
the federal t includes
the Sputhwest Center for Blalogi-
cal Biversity, the Alameda Creek.

Alliapyce, the Pacific Coast Feders . °

ation of Fishermen's Associations,

‘the Northers Califarnia Federa-

tion of Flvfishers, the California
Sportfishing Protection Allisnce,
the Turtle Istand Restoration Met-
wark, the South Yuba River Citi-
zena League, and the Coastside
Habitat Coalition.

Dyryid Sneed covars environ-

. snental fssues for The Tribiene.
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